
                        News & Views

Next Issue - Ten Years of Workshop on the Web

Yes, it's difficult to believe but the next issue of Workshop on the
Web marks our tenth anniversary. We're not the longest running
online magazine around but we think we were the first to specialise in
stitch. (If anyone out there knows of an older one, do let us know.)

Such a long time since Maggie dreamed up the idea while lying in the
bath - that's where all the best ideas are born. Since then, we've
really enjoyed putting it all together four times a year.

Three of the authors in the original issue will be featured in the
anniversary (September) issue. Here are some pics from their original
articles. Ruth Issett (below, left), Hazel Credland (below, right) and
Maggie herself (right).

There will be loads of give-aways on our Facebook page and, of course, we are planning a really
special issue in September to celebrate.
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Art in Action - Wowies' Offer

Waterperry House, Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ, England
21-24th July 10-5:30 daily

No apologies for reminding you again about Art in Action.

There are some terrific textile artists in this year's event - many favourites from last year and
some new ones as well. It will be wonderful to see Paddy Killer as we haven't seen her in the
south of England for a while. I think what we all like most about Art in Action is the chance to see
first-rate work in other media - I once got tremendously inspired by a sculptor and it led to all
kinds of textiles.

Don't forget that the Embroiderers' Guild are supporting four days of workshops in the Practical
Class Section and tutors will be Mary Sleigh and Sue Lancaster. A great chance to work with
these excellent tutors.

AND . . . we've persuaded the organisers for allow us to pass on a special offer of two tickets for
£20 (normally £28 for adults but less for over 60s and students). So adults can buy two standard
entry tickets online and save £8. Tickets can be used on any day. Go to www.artinaction.org.uk
and use the unique promotional code QULWOW. It's not time limited but the organisers tell us
that terms and conditions apply (whatever that means).

Right: Ceramics, Juliet Walters
Below: Glass, Sarah Hornik
Below right: Textiles, Rosalind Wyatt
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URCHFONT MANOR TEXTILE OPEN DAY
Urchfont, Nr Devizes, Wiltshire

Sunday 3rd July, 10– 3

The Urchfont College open day is coming soon. It's a great day with exhibitions by the
City & Guilds students, together with the various groups who study under excellent tutors in the

welcoming atmosphere of this lovely old manor house.

Refreshments all day.

Do book lunch (£14) - that's an experience you won't want to miss.

For more information, go to www.urchfontmanor.co.uk/, Tel: 01380 840495

  Here are two pics from Sian Martin's Distant Stitch.
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The Embroiderers' Guild

The Guild's move to Embroiderers' Guild House (note the new name) has been completed and
they are becoming settled in their new home:
1 Kings Road, Walton on Thames, Surrey KT12 2RA, England, tel. 01932 260738.

In a surprise result, Pauline Hannon was elected Chairman of the Guild at the AGM. Popular as a
regional stalwart, everyone wishes Pauline all the very best.

The Guild's newsletter, 'Contact', will now be published in PDF format. They're all copying
Workshop on the Web!

The Collection has been packed and safely stored, with more than 1,500 of the most popular
pieces held at Kings Road, ready for showing to members. They are also hoping for more access
to the Collection at Regional Days, etc.

The Guild's Folio Collection was always very popular with the branches as it enabled close study
of a subject or technique. At the end of May, Annette Collinge will be ready to send folios out to
branches, so do get in touch if your branch is interested.
A full list of the Folios will be published on the website in early May.

The way the Guild sells books has changed, with Search Press handling orders from the website
or the dedicated telephone line. You'll still be able to get all the d4daisy books direct from the
Guild.

Embroiderers’ Guild East

Embroiderers' Guild East have a new website: www.embroiderersguildeast.org.uk/. Lots of
activities, especially for those in the east of England. There's some good stuff on the website
such as the piece below, a detail from 'Hyde Abbey' by Jenny Bullen.
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Drawn to Light

Five students from the 2010 Windsor group have formed a follow-on exhibiting group called
'Moths'. They have their first exhibition of stitched textiles and mixed media this month
(2-27 June).

Runnymede Gallery, North Lodge, Windsor Road, Old Windsor, Berkshire SL4 2JL, England
(Opposite National Trust Tea Rooms). Opening times Thurs-Mon 11am-4.30pm

Further information from mothsgroup@hotmail.co.uk, tel. +44(0)7914-329-208  or
www.runnymedegallery.com

Black Swan  Gallery - cuts to arts funding

We received the following press
release from the Black Swan Gallery,
Frome, Somerset, England
(http://www.blackswan.org.uk/).

'Somerset and Mendip Councils are
two of only three councils in the UK to
have cut Arts funding completely. The
consequences for Arts organisations
in Frome are severe. As reported this
week, these cuts play poorly with
national funders such as the Arts
Council who have used them as a
reason to deny funding to the local
Merlin theatre.'

We are including this press release as an example of the effect of funding cuts on local arts-
based activities. We would be very interested in hearing of how cuts in funding have affected
other aspects of the Arts, particularly textiles, in your area. Do let us know
(maggie@workshopontheweb.com).
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Tim Holtz ‘Configuration of your Imagination’ Workshop

A couple of months ago, Sam Packer was lucky enough to get a place on a workshop being
run by Tim Holtz, who was on a trip to the UK to promote his new Sizzix Vagabond die-cutting
machine.  Knowing the growing interest in mixed media materials and the great stuff that Tim
does with Ranger 'Tim Holtz' products, we asked her to report on the day. Here's what she
said.

The one day workshop involved a morning session with Lynn Brown and Leandra Frainch from
Artsycrafts (who organised the workshops) to create a Colourwash Tree House. Then, in the
afternoon, there were two sessions with Tim to create a Configuration Box.  Everything we
needed for the day was supplied when we got there, so all we needed was a pair of Tim Holtz
scissors, a pokey tool and a bit of excitement (verging on hysteria for some of the die-hard Tim
Holtz fans).

The morning session was great fun,
and our Tree House took about three
hours to make.  The mechanics of
making it were quite straightforward,
but we used a lot of Ranger,
Paperartsy and other products that I’d
not come across before, which led me
to start creating a mental shopping list
(unfortunately) as they all seemed like
things that could come in handy
another day.  My finished product is
shown on the right.

The little doors open out so that it can
stand up and be exhibited (below left).
The hinges were made from
grungepaper, die-cut from a
Paperartsy die (below right) and the
charms that hung off the top were from
Tim Holtz’s Idea-ology range.
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There was an air of great expectation regarding the afternoon sessions with Tim and it was
very exciting.  Having previously felt that I could be calm in the presence of such an arty guru, I
found myself excitedly queuing up with everyone else to have my photo taken with him, all of
which he was very gracious about.  Tim had examples of his work on display and we could see
how he created themed boxes such as Christmas and Halloween and all the interesting
trinkets he’d crammed inside, see below (you can find better pictures of these on his website).

Then we started doing some work.  Our
first session was working on the
Configuration Box itself, choosing a
layout that suited us, and then
decorating it.

We took several of the boxes out so that
we had a large aperture and then all the
papers to cover the box were provided
(with score lines which were pre-
measured to fit in all the boxes – a
godsend considering time was of the
essence).

We used Ranger products to distress
and grunge the boxes so they didn’t look
so pristine.  Our second session followed
when we had finished the basic decoration of the box.  We were given a little bag full of
trinkets to fill our boxes with as we wished. See above.

I didn’t stick much down, as I thought I’d try and do something a little more personal when I got
home.
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I’ve taken a picture of it so you get an idea of what
we did, but the beauty of the box is that you can put
in whatever you want and I have a few ideas of what
I would like to include - when I find the time!

The day was brilliant and I'd recommend it to
anyone - it was expensive but we were given such a
lot of free stuff that it seemed quite a good deal in
the end.

Lots of the materials were new to me so I have gone
into more detail about some of the things we used
on the day (and bought from the over-stocked shop)
in the Products section of this issue.

Sam Packer


