Creating Gorgeous Wall Hangings
From Painted And Embellished Fabric

Sherrill Kahn

Part 2 of a two-part series

Part 1 (in March 2002) described the preparation of the fabrics




There is nothing more enjoyable than creating wall hangings. My background is fine art painting, including the creation of
hundreds of paper collages. Putting together fabrics, ribbons, embellishments and beads to create wall hangings is exactly
like creating collages.

Don't worry about perfect piecing. Pin several pieces of painted fabric together to create a piece of larger fabric. This will
be the background for the wall hanging. Then start playing with smaller pieces of fabric for "collage®. Lay the smaller pieces
of fabric on the background, turning them in many directions and moving them to different parts of the composition. When
satisfied, pin the pieces in place and, using a straight stitch, sew about 1/8 inch (about 2 mm) from the raw edge.

Some of the techniques for enriching the surface of the wall hanging could include adding beads, handmade embellishments,
machine embroidery, zigzag stitches and hand embroidery. The joy comes from putting it all together. I love the creative
process of the wall hanging - the interaction of colour, line and texture. I like to try unusual embellishments as well. One of
the samples in this article includes thin copper strips that have been textured with a paper crimper. Don't be afraid to
experiment with unusual colour combinations or embellishments. The main thing is to have great fun letting the creative
process take over.

Examples

This is an example of using the piece of fabric shown in the step-by-step process from Part One of this article. The
background piece of fabric was created using fabric painting collage and fabric painting techniques and rubber stamping.
The example from the first article was pinned in an area that 1 thought was most complimentary and then sewed into
place. More collage and paint was then worked until a satisfactory final result was achieved.

Example 1




This example combines fabric painting, many pieces of painted and commercial fabric collage in various sizes, and rubber
stamping. In addition, glued fabric layers, machine embroidery and ribbon have been added. Selected areas have been

highlighted with applicator tipped paint.
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Example 3

This example combines fabric painting, painted fabric
collage, rubber stamping and applicator tipped paint.
Layers of colour were combined to create a rich surface.




Example 4

This example combines machine embroidery, fabric
painting, painted fabric collage and rubber-stamping, using
commercial fabric in certain areas. Applicator tipped paint
was used to add pizazz to the final wall hanging.

This example combines print making techniques, fabric painting, painted fabric collage, embroidery and applicator tipped

paint.
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This article is intended to inspire you and encourage you to pull out the stops when creating wall hangings. 1 live by the words
*‘what if" and "have fun®". I hope you will have a wonderful time making your beautiful creations.
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